a0 41U pm gUULED ~ Persenal notes of H. Webster
Pitman, E.J.G- Professoer of Mathemaditdgs 19526-61
and Eleanor Pitman mesz Hurst

Interviewed 27.vii.78, but declined to We taped, YWill answer any
specific questions put to them, but believe taped interview wonld be
oper te misinterpretation. Professer P. agress with Heary Ferd

that histery is wumk, as he has read a great deal whish he kmows

from perscmal experiemee is mot tmme. Speke very fersafully adont

the Orr ease, aad about the well-meaning simpletons amd in some sa303
2ot ell-meaniang simpletons who defended Orr - ax inmitigated =meoundrel,
a leathsome man. Mrs P. suggested he had a Byprotie peower ever his wife
aad others. Strongly defended university's aetior ix dismiasing Orr fer
usprofessional eonduet in sedueing a student. DRelieved Keaptls evidense.
University's omly mistkke was tasties of lawyers. Orr should mever

have been appeinted - this ccourred hesause of Chaneeller's (amateur)
iaterest in phileszophy.

Phases of nmiversity histery: mot three ( as Buggested bxke'%{te 19453
1945-60; 1960~ ) === he says an impertant phase wegan in 1926 with the
appeintment of twe profeasecrs from eutikde, who had had experiemee of other
upiversities, both young, after a leng leng period when no professzors had
been appeinted - namely Draf. Tayler (Emnglish) and himself, BRefere that
the university had Been rather amateur, set up Wy wellwishers rather than.
eperieneed university peeple. Pitman insiigated the tea club, got room
sel aside, went and bought erockery ets., Before this, staff had neot
talked with each other mueh (7) Alse, im 1927 prebasly, departmental
secretary appeimted, Paddy or Patty Clark. First sesretarial help fer
staff. The university begam to be professiemal at this stage,

Ne umiversity pemsions - staff had to take out swn insuranee policy on
appeintjent, no wniv. contributiean. Staf?f givern bare room, expected te
furnish it themselves.

G b o oo e b el il v fonl L
Fellows of the Adademy of Seienee hawk to furaish sonfidential autoigio-
graphical details for Academy records.

Ispressioa : very upright, mafade gas unbending people with strong sense
ef family and aecademic status. Mrs Pey telling an ineideat about Mrs Orr
interjeecting at the University Comaission, said:"I was the seaior univ,
wife present so thought I hagd better say something te her.”

Photo of firat Prineipal (eof Training Hollege?) J. Jehnsom, with three
woman students, eme on right being Editk Rhoda Hurst, Mrs Pitman's elder
sister, the others so far unidentified. '

Speke with passion about the Orr case: Iirth- a fool but a decent man;
otherz who hkad their owa sexual irregularities defended hinm e.g. Heetor
Dunn, whose head was im the eleouds aayway, and who ran off wit! someone's
wife; Bishop Braamswicl, who lied sbout someting I had said, and when I
taxed him with it ke didmr't deny it but said he would eonsult his records;
and told me later he had been wrong. (Does this eonstitute lyingf)

Reggie Wright's brother, whe was en Orr's side Because Reggie was on the
ether side, Orr a great though erude flatterer, always pestering people

te @ece him privately, Mrs Orr seeemed to have no ideas on any subjeet what-
Seever, says Mrs Pitman. I believe she was a good cook, but as I mever weat
te her establishment I can't say... {The self-confidence of tle
impeccable]



