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RICHARD STICKNEY 1834 

Richard Stickney (d.1834) was a young Quaker from the North of England. His 
sister, Esther, was a friend of George Washington Walker, the Quaker who accompanied 
James Backhouse on a missionary journey to Australia in 1831, and she asked him to 
look for her only brother, young Richard, who had run away to sea on an Australia 
bound ship, because of hardships in his job. By 1834, however, he had written to his 
sisters from Sydney but, before G.W. Walker was able to trace him there, his uncle 
Isaac Stickney received news of his nephew's death by drowning in November 1834 at 
the mouth of the Manning River N.S.W., from Thomas Soltit who kept the "Jolly Tar" 
public house where Stickney lodged in Sydney. Isaac Stickney wrote to Governor Burke 
of New South Wales enclosing Soltit's letter and asking for further information. This, 
together with information and papers from the Port Master, was given to Backhouse 
and Walker, who discovered that Richard had used an assumed name "Robert Smith" and 
had been employed by Thomas Steel as one of the seamen sailing up the East Coast for 
cedar on a small coasting craft which sank near the mouth of the Manning River, and 
that Steel had Stickney'S watch, gun and some old books (nautical works and 3 or 4 
religious Friends' works). 

Stickney's own letter to his sister Sarah in 1834, with these papers, expressed 
regret at the grief he had caused his family and described his impressions of Sydney. 
He found that "the country born inhabitants are now becoming numerous and will soon 
form a sufficiently distinct people, they are a facsimile of the Americans both in body 
and mind, tall rawboned and muscular, with a most exalted opinion of themselves ­
indeed in most athletic exercises as cricket, rowing or boxing they bear away more than 
their share of prizes. They are mostly ignorant to the last degree." The "currency 
lasses" he thought "not very elegant" but "there is one accomplishment not generally 
reckoned in the female list in which they excell they can most of them .swim." He 
remarked too that 99 percent of the children had fair hair. Richard Stickney attended 
the Friends (Quaker) Meeting House in Sydney when he had time. 

George Washington Walker wrote to Esther Stickney also of Quaker matters, his 
journey, botanical specimens, etc. 

-
II . S.9/1 Richard Stickney to his sister, Sarah 21 June 1834 

Sorry he had not written more often but he was ashamed of his flight and past 
errors, description of Colony and Sydney life. 

2 Letter from Mary Stickey 25 Jan. 1835 
Letter from his sister Mary to Richard Stickney: family news, living at Chester, 

. Sarah at SCarborough. Written from Beverley [Yorkshire, U.K.] 
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3-7 Discharge papers etc. 1832 
Certificates that Robert Smith [Le. Richard Stickney] served on board the 

"Parmela" transport No.8 as clerk from 4 April 1831 to May 1832 and kept the 
accounts correctly. signed by John Sanders Lt. R.N. (2 copies) and another signed by 
Philip Jones Master; discharge of Robert Smith ship's steward "Damigar Castle" Nov. 
1832; receipt for £6 . 6s for a silver watch. 
(5 papers) 

8-11 Death of Richard Stickney 1834 - Oct. 1835 
Letter from Thomas Soltit of Goulburn Street. Sydney, to Isaac Stickney, 

Scarborough, England. reporting the death of his nephew when his vessel ran on shore 
and was swamped near the Manning River about 8 November. when he was employed by 
a Mr Steele sailing about the coast for cedar for about £2 per month (4 Dec. 1834); 
letter from Isaac Stickney to Governor Burke of N.S.W. (and official copy of letter) 
asking for information about the death of the young man (22 May 1835); letter 
addressed to T. C. Harrington to inform Mr Backhouse about Isaac Stickney's letter, 
result of enquiries and papers received from the Port Officer; memo that Mr Steel had 
Stickney's watch. 
(5 papers) 

12-14 George Washington Walker to Esther Stickney Apr. 1834, Nov. 1835 
Journal writing, Esther's afflictions, parental discipline, plant specimens, glad to 

hear her brother had given "proofs of his best feelings being exercised towards his 
family, Barclay's Apology, Backhouse's health (26 apr. 1834, also copy "per favour T. 
Mather"); thanks for journal; search for Richard and information about his death, his 
job with Thomas Steel and lodging with Thomas Soltit and wife who kept the "Jolly Tar" 
public house. his property; the Meeting House in Sydney (Nov. 1835) 
(2 letters and duplicate) 

15 Transcripts of letters 
Ms. transcripts (incomplete), probably made by Amy Rowntree. 
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